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I's a warm spring evening in Lago Lindo, home
105,000 people on the city’s northern edge. You
knowit’s a suburb because there’s a vast farmer's
field flanking the north end of the community.

"To the south at 167th Avenue and 97th Street, a
collection of tores, banks and food outlets squatin
avast parking lot.

Atypical suburban retreat, mgohndmsdeslgz\zd |
school

around cul-de-sacs, a man-made lake, two!
andacommunity league. In lheheanafme20-yur
old communityisits sandy

Here, yo ung;mrsscrambleup estepsof theside
‘withsleeveless abandon. Their parents chaton near-
bybenches,risingevery sooftentosurveyascraped
knee or mediate a dispute. These families love their
area, and if you ask them about the drawbacks of
suburban sprawl, they look somewhat confused.

Edmonton father Brad Young and his partner,
Lindsay Tomlinson, say Lago Lindo isa great place
toraise their two children, aged five and six. Tom-
linson likes being away from the “hustle and bustle”
ofdowntoun Andherearelotsftherkidforher
youngstestoplay wihin Lo

"It nice family environment”says Tomlinson,
asocal work studentat the Universiyof Albert.

In fact, thereis increasing evidence the suburban
environment has a negative effect on families —
whose children are getting ever-fatter due to a car-
dependent ifestyle.

Intherinkshackbeside the playground, other]
Lindo residents are talking about another pitfall in
suburbia—whatit’ ke to live within a landscape
plagued by noisy, smelly cars.

Asingle thoroughfare in and out of Lago Lindo
leads o heavycongeston and high peeds,haz
ardousforchildren and adultsalike. M
let, a mother of two girls in :lemtn[ary cchool
sosherlidscan'tevenvalk o store

library, tothe Dairy
Queen, without taking risks.

‘These complaints are hardly news to Dan Bur-

Edmonton, a group interested in easing urban
.

lesigned these kind of developments,
we i i ot anything except people us
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“As oil resources get
lepleted, what people

‘urbanism s seen as a partial solution to contempo-
rarywoes.

will want is more central

yy ways, ismis ahom:
to times gone by, when communities were com-

developments at high
density. The last thing they’ll

pact
ingand featured a mixof uses, from shops tooffices
1o homes, within a small area. Efficient, accessible
publictransitis key to the new urbanist movement,

ontic far-ﬂung frendly techpologies at the centre of planning.
. e i SN mSumyBC ‘a bedroom community 30 kilome-
that cost a lot to get to and | wessou Vamve:vmhapopnﬂamnwslné:g
7 lopers, land rsandcxpensfmmmeumv
cost a lot to heat. Yelpers i

BT o i i)
of geography at MeMaster Universi

hope will beamodel uomumzyimmemnn;-.:;‘;

divisionin the uplands of eastern Surrey, the open-
ing gambit of a 250-hectare project that will even-
tually house: abﬂut 13,000 people.

ond World War, when pent hous-

he germ of in the 1990s, when

‘ment,

the UBC’s J
' ;

“Taylor Chair in
formed in

dcgn:\mwl Inited Nations’ call for environ
fine the Canadian famil ‘mental change. Condon began to cast about for a

Patrick C ctand il
University of British Columbia pmfessor Wide | romensl pmmm'nnandmtmn\mi:y.
streets,
E , blockio fur
g:.?}“v'fmda, causedbyoneaofsub rblasdeﬁnmsfennnsftw

; big : i by

place forkids
The city, forced to pay out tens o

eplaced e grid sytemof oad desgn, mlin t larsi:ﬁ;mpnmmhwuwmmubkandwzlr
mmsandlead.\ngmlmﬂicmpsonmefewmads “Itwas timing, it was everything coming togeth-
that o dissect suburbia. ery maﬂssumymuorphner=MyWhelen.

“The existing way devel

o horoblesy s Condon “Durehe o | Some Ehoughe et s ings mpeer’™
gregateof those solutions has been to create amuch
larger problem ... indeed I would say, a crisis in
atna Ly B
. was
“That opinion is shared by many. Suburbia .
aars, h i i
item: withallin-
eventually, Once upon i
atime, that i harrett
bighouses, twocars, | aproject i Jand
being k t rto design i
mentary Kun- | Today, walkabili-
sler, authorof b-
urbia® . And by the way, those tree-lined
history of the world. streetsare easier tonegotiate than typical suburban
saysKun-

stler, “andi el

no future.”
Kunstler says the high cost of energy will eventu-

i it points.
‘Though only 10 per cent of thesite has been built
sofar,alreadyitlooks quite ifferent than other Sur-

ing their cars,” says Burden as he tours Lago Lindo, Dan Burden, , has He sh: his ide ly, during a recent visit to an Edmonton neighbourhood. e i s e
‘snapping photos. i i i Kun- | lystyli m tothe low
hm:/%mm, program duelctor of the “\Eg \n‘lhenh inthe first | tis, asthmaand ith the de- the ex- d | sdﬂpﬁdimsa“-nishrymmbk"mge«wwﬁhe f;ﬁm}mmé::m(ﬁnﬁem wuagg‘;;s‘,
tten comm place, hesays, i i i D thesub- |
lo/Klarvatten community league, saysit wo 2 2 it pollution. The e b jani = bycouncil. | urbs: nat § Hmsaysl(unsdnmaybengh which draws nelghbours together. But they also
twoschool Sierra Club, ys45per | pi ities against resi ‘mature | Coun. Ron new sub- | s real cause for concern,” says Harris. “As juce paving costs and use less natural
bikeand puvh strollers actoss abroad feld toei’ | continent. i keytoliv- | nei in their schoolsare | urb figures outa | lsantts
thersch an driving, On one hand, love the idea of closing, Toads |- Way topay rvicing that e
ly(mfﬁchazzn‘lsa(bcrh]_agoLmdozndBlshop thesuburbs, where they | = ,;mywnfM \' :hmxd-cﬂlwanuﬂarﬂunxma-monsmatmm mmnxaﬁggnm ﬁn;mﬁandpm
ild. Edmonton alone hasmore than | crete, “The Git 3, itwill i i i otto interaction!

‘Ifwnmuldjuslwnneclplams,ihalwou.ldmake 4 i ivisions at different need to invest $3 billion ing infra- other sprawl, d attention on Mg | > z eranEa.s(Claywndevaloperandoneofthekeyﬁg
mhal much better,” she sa stages of growth. On! ‘hand, in Edmonton andslovdyd}speiscpmpnaummmhanoenm But only $1.7 bil includi : : g along | New urbanism: making over the communi sn-eano doubted a front

MDfmewenlng,Buidenmmmendsm andmhexmajorCanadlancmes,nsbccnmunr bigissuein B.C i hoods gh | tim 10 H: 2 - suburlz porch coukd work et Kind of g o
sialinga ugh th vorking. land has been city McMaster Univer- | “l!houﬂ\l‘thalwl.llpeve’lhappenm ay's soci-

streams and itat with il i he costs of sity in Hamilton, | Ofcourseno recalls Turner. “But actually, we've talked to
pedestrians an edge. ouﬂm xhesuburhs are now blamed for every- | er pollutants. Pri I it i |
City planners at the meeting say ges | rhr‘;g(enedbyv.hzcxpanslon R e ofpar- | value ‘way backin 1945, | n;gﬂ:;sxmg'bmbs:smmle, !h.ut’swherepce‘g lieweitornot, nlorofacnonhappensm(l:i front
andthere i ildi i billion plelike Dan

s ity hall. Asforthe | dation, i inpart in 2002, th i than 20 our i new 10 escape nois i hat when it

i imei Critic i city services ” says Ross Wein, a professor of re- i carlier days) it
about the trouble crossing 167th Avenue, or nego- P i || and high land prices. But the ign | edtoemhancssogemiity.

i i i he d: ‘morning, create of a of Legacy Lands C i | cant boost after the Great See SUBURBS / DS

Prairie Crossing: a daring suburban dream slowly rising from the range

LIANE FAULDER
eature Writer

It speaks volumes about

Ak labethScams whathe ke about ning what we are trying to create
at Praire Crossin
kilometres: nonhwesmfdngu, andshemn 'tstop i i1
I oG and maintain here.
It's small and dark green: andms onalow table in 21 4
front of an old farm buiding  thi highly unusual Atrusting
it an rgane ket grdenat s heart. that meets your needs
Day or night, if Prairie Cr i B i
organic eggs, or wild rice, they can help them- L
ganic e ice they can help and feeds your soul
Elizabeth bou Prare Grasing
Putalsobe. | 4ichonsurbost R e

cause of whatit says about the place she lives.
“Ilike it because it speaks volumes about what

weareryingtocreateand maintain here,she says.

;;\eésmmg community that meets your needs and

ey ‘garden after hours

ke a bad weed across the prairies, destroying lo-
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rch.

Daniel and Elizabeth Stearns, enjoying their neighbour-friendly front por
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grasslands.
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run between $300,000 and $600,000.
If they were to do it over, the Ranneys say they
‘would bring in a not-for-profi, government-spon-
sored organization to develop affordable housing.
Butasitstands, Prairie lentsdon'teven
wantrenters i their communiy
affer pointsout that while having the farmon
it is uportant o the developmaens her Fanily
couldn't possibly afford to buy a home here. She's
otsurewhatthatwil meanlong temtotheiram:

‘1t’sallﬁnzanddandymsuy‘lvmnnomﬂceafann
part of my development, but i there is no plan to
have a farmer live decentl, i’ not going to work,”
says Scheaffer. “We don't want our kids to be the
pooriids inthe eighbouhood. We want olivea

f:slyi:mmpamblemlhewayanwdm

Fhere vconter i unpeﬂccnnns Though it radi-

s broad vista

ates natural beaus
dom 'tactually louk like lhe solunon to suburban

= : ithroughly 1,100 people iving on 275 hectares
Cmssmg.dmhnnourboxlsnp( gestionandairpollution,they decided ifnobody lse: (more than halfof the total area i in open, protect.

X o - » = ed couldn'tcaltdensely populated. Con-
people have been known to steal from the honour in | of debt for manyyears, they h d ‘The local prairie had deterio- remo i daily lives. mmmy:,’f“,mdmm,.dm.u'.’;mm justbe-
box. Certainly, Prairie Ci n'tsolveall | th in- thede- | L 0 butn is | rated to the point there iversi th “ ieve in simplicity, and a lot of things here | - gun, butsofar there hasn't been the population base

Itd vestors, i iri i Now, e de | Prairi jith
. | Crossi o for 30 per cent tion that gi lun- p et vma saysHank,
il residents, it il ji the Chicago burbs. teerand| rthern shovele duck that won't nest in i iburb: ings. “And when you've | es. mm'ssmlahigpanofpmﬁeaomme
mwsmosmmmm, mostof the time. hed-in cond Evenso, e f o S feti i i il & it withi i it simpli-
InMarch, i ing X 7 e birds, I plum "ees you' " says Sands. | fieglifealot.” Solution forsuburban spmwl eywamedmshow
‘Though Chi i illi 2,350 itsa de-
year market for organi i the | hecaresinl nmssukgCoumyrhn(mdudesal i Featwny oo oy the suburbs could be something other than ade-
> o4 eaticras, counc road, 1n2004, e oty | o TS inpart, by havinga | ik sxd.\ng Ifs not utopia. Buuhgdevehrpel m
rossing came about more than 10 years | Prairie Crossing. proj ars ated something sul and valuable, to
ago, ailerGeorgenndV:ckyRsnneygoladmncc i Organics, awmdbyl’e who W‘“Chhms ing. Mil i i ‘many of the de- ‘ il astop at Prairie Ci still, llof its mmunity. Praiie Cr S
quickly apm!ufmm"' pro- o Vu di ) ‘ %50 {‘ The aportion of and git
L | sea ather, man-made nity that by
d istori “Its a real, working farm aliving school, in " | “FHank Newell. a Ch | umnlypw local residents. mh i) :
he was alawyer and top executive at Inland Steel. | their community. One of icvia- | forus) affer. Earlier Prairie Crossing in 2001 with his wife, Becky, ﬁﬂﬂ the first homes went on sale in 1996, Lhzymnged sayslmdnuSamMm"Bulmaybeuvnlldml@e
But after waiching the suburbs of Chicago spread | bility, and the couple says that after carrying a lot Another principh trolledbr Now they




